o' from Father Anthony

Summer Comes to St. Philothea

As we celebrate Pentecost, the opening of our new Church, the end of school and the beginning of summer,
let’s take a second to catch our breath. A lot has been accomplished in the last couple of years and now we
are anticipating the joy of being in our own Church with all that that entails. It is a big responsibility that
brings with it great opportunities and great challenges. The point in building a church is to give us a place
to gather in fellowship, to worship God and to “be”” Orthodox together. It will become the geographical
center of our lives as we worship, work, and celebrate together. This new Church will naturally insert
herself in our daily schedules and experience. It will shape our thinking and our doing, as well it should.
With this new home comes new possibilities for worship, study and fellowship that have been limited up
until now.

Now we must prepare ourselves mentally for these coming months. With summer comes the expectation of
relaxation and refreshment, which we could all use a bit of. However, we should also be thinking of how to
use these months beneficially. If we blink they will be gone, without the expected benefit they could bring
if we spend them wisely. On a personal level this means cultivating the discipline of daily prayer, and
committing to reading our Bible a few minutes each day. On a corporate level it means putting time in our
schedule to attend study groups in the fall, and using our new chapel regularly for worship services
including Paracleseis, and feast day liturgies.

I have to say that [ am very proud of how tirelessly and selflessly you have all worked to accomplish this
lofty goal. It was not easy, even difficult at times. Each test of faith brought with it a new revelation of
God’s unseen hand strengthening us and encouraging us as we abandoned ourselves to His will. It is an
amazing thing to behold and we have a lot to be thankful for. Glory to God for His divine providence.

Fr. Anthony




June
June 6
June 13
June 20

June 27

July
July 4

July 11

July 18

July 25

August

August 1
August 8

August 15

August 22

August 29

Epistle
Titus 3:8-15

Romans 2:10-16
Romans 5:1-11

Romans 6:18-23

Romans 10:1-10

2™ Corinthians 5:9-13;

6:1-11
Titus 3:8-15

Galatians 4:22-27

1* Corinthians 3:9-17
1 Corinthians 4:9-16

Philippians 2:5-11

1* Corinthians 15:1-11

Acts 13:25-33

Sunday Epistle and Gospel Readings:

Gospel
Matthew 10:32-33;

37-38; 19:27-30
Matthew 4:18-23
Matthew 6:22-33

Matthew &:5-13

Matthew 9:1-8

Matthew 9:1-8

Matthew 5:14-19

Matthew 14:14-22

Matthew 14:22-34
Matthew 17:14-23

Luke 10:38-42,
11:27-28

Matthew 19:16-26

Mark 6:14-30




Parish Family News

Opa!
Congratulations to Frieda Dekazos on her
retirement in July. May you have many relaxing,
fun, work-free days!

If you have any parish family news (birth, churching,
graduation, award, engagement, marriage, retirement, etc.)
that you would like included in a monthly bulletin, please e-
mail Jennifer Gess: jklewis@mindspring.com

Parish Happenings

Sunday School Party

The end of the year Sunday school party will be at
noon on Saturday, June 19th at Andrew Majsztrik's
house, 1081 Red Oak Court, Watkinsville. The
party will include a potluck barbeque and
swimming. All are welcome, including those who
don’t have children in Sunday school. For
directions or all other questions, please contact
Christina Dimitriou at 310-12443.

Door Opening (one last reminder!)

Our Door Opening Celebration will be June 5™ at
4:30 p.m., followed by Vespers at 5:00 with his
Eminence Metropolitan Alexios. The banquet will
begin at 6:30, and will include a live band and
Greek dancing. It will be a great evening of
rejoicing and celebrating. A Free Will Offering
will be received to cover expenses and raise money
for the building.

Covered Dish Luncheon

Don’t forget about our monthly covered dish
luncheons during the summer. Each will occur the
first Sunday of the month (July 4 & August 1)
following the Divine Liturgy.

The Orthodox Heritage

The Orthodox Heritage is a monthly publication in
the English and Greek languages which contains
writings from the Fathers of the Church and
ascetics. It is a highly recommended reading for
anyone who wants to live and enrich their
Orthodox life. The St. Poimen Brotherhood which
publishes the material has a website at
www.OrthodoxHeritage.org. You can visit their
website to read about various Orthodox faith issues
or if you want to subscribe to their monthly
publication.

They also have CD's in MP3 format of a
considerable amount of the lectures given by Fr.
Athanasios Mytilineos (in Greek). Fr. Athanasios
has been named the new Chrysostom and his
homilies (over 3000 - one hour duration each) had
been stored in tapes and now have been transferred
in CD's. Fr. Athanasios is the Abbot of St.
Dimitrios monastery in the town of Stomion in
Larisa, Greece. He has lectured extensively in
Genesis, Revelation, the major prophets of the Old
Testament, Deutoronomy, Paul's epistles, the
Catechetical discourses of St. Cyril of Jerusalem,
the Liturgy, Marriage, The Theotokos, the book of
Wisdom and many others. His teaching is rooted
on the Bible as interpreted by the Fathers of the
church and the ascetics.




Church Etiquette

Due to several requests for this information, we will be repeating sections of our previous

Church Etiquette feature over the next several months.

Church Grounds (in honor of our new home):

®  We should respect all church property, including places like the parking lot, the social
hall, restrooms, classrooms, and particularly the Narthex (just outside the sanctuary
doors) and the Nave (inside the doors). This is God’s house and we should treat it
even better than our own.

®  When entering the Narthex, we need to refrain from all conversations other than brief
greetings.

®  We do not run in the Nave of the church.
®  We do not cross our legs when sitting in church as it is considered irreverent.

®  Now that we have a dedicated chapel, it is appropriate to wait until we exit the chapel,
after receiving antidoron, to have our conversations.

Treasurer’s Report
Submitted by Bill Mahoney

Month Year to Date
Donations $11,283 $25,862
Commemorative Album Sales $1,425 $12,165
Expenses (excluding Album) $4,285 $17,835
Commemorative Album Expenses $4,722 $4,722

Balance in account as of 4/30/04 $26,655
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St. Philothea Greek Orthodox Church
Greek Orthodox Metropolis of Atlanta

3761 Mars Hill Road
Watkinsville, Georgia 30677
For more information: 770/ 725-5035
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