from Father Anthony

The Daily Practice of God’s
Presence

As Orthodox Christians we are aware that the celebration of the Eucharist is the essential moment of our
Christian life. This moment, when we are united with Christ in the receiving of His Body and Blood,
should shape and form every other experience of our lives. That is to say that we are not “Sunday”
Christians and God has no other input the other six days of the week.

Let me illustrate this in a practical example. A Christian businessman recently went to work as an
executive for a large publishing company. He was a newcomer to this multinational publishing company
that focused mainly on youth oriented publications of which they had several. After being with the
company for a short while he discovered that among their publications was a soft porn magazine directed at
teenagers. At his next opportunity he questioned the president of the company as to why they were
producing a filthy magazine and targeting the hearts and minds of young people. He pointed out to the
president that not only was it morally irresponsible but that it could have a negative repercussion on their
reputation and the rest of the magazines that they produced. What was the result? Was he fired for his
impudence? Was he alienated for his not being a team player? Was he chided for his lack of
“with-it-ness”?

When we think about approaching to receive the Body and Blood of Christ on Sunday it makes every other
day and every other action important. How can we deny God by our actions Monday through Saturday and
then approach the Communion Cup on Sunday? This would be spiritual schizophrenia. What God desires
for his children is integration. The distance between belief and action is what can cause tension in our
spiritual lives. Therefore as Christians we need to be bold in our acquisition of wisdom and courageous in
our application of faith.

Wisdom, which comes from Christ, will give us discernment, showing us how to act appropriately. It does
not mean that we will not suffer for our convictions. It does mean, however, that we can approach the cup
each week with fear, faith and love knowing that the God that we receive at this moment will comfort us,
strengthen us, and purify us, by His dwelling in us as His living temples. So what happened in our story to
this man who spoke on Monday that which was in his heart on Sunday? The President listened to this new
executive and at the next board meeting announced that they were discontinuing their soft-porn magazine.
After only 6 weeks on the job, this Christian was able to have a positive influence in his new company.
This illustrates what practicing the presence of God in our daily lives can accomplish. May this new year
present daily the opportunity to practice God’s presence in our lives.

Fr. Anthony



Sunday Epistle and Gospel Readings:

Epistle Gospel
Feb. 1 Romans 8:28-39 Luke 18:10-14
Feb. 8 1** Corinthians 6:12-20 Luke 15:11-32
Feb. 15 1** Corinthians 8:8- 9:2 Matthew 25:31-46 NN
L=
Feb. 22 Romans 13:11-14:4 Matthew 6:14-21 b b
Feb. 29 Hebrews 11:24-26, 32-40 John 1:44-52
Church Etiquette

Due to several requests for this information, we will be repeating sections of our previous Church Etiquette feature over the
next several months.

When arriving at the Church:

*Please do not enter inside the Church but wait in the Narthex (in our current situation, this would be at the back of the Church
just inside the inner doors near the candles):

-When the Priest faces the congregation.

-When there is a Procession in progress.

-When the Priest is censing.

-When the Priest is blessing.

-When the Priest and the congregation are kneeling.
-When the Priest is delivering a sermon.

-When the Holy Gospel or the Epistle is read.

Commemorative Album

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

The deadline for sales for the Commemorative album is four weeks away. We are planning on a beautiful book
that will be a treasured history of the growth of our parish. It is also a wonderful opportunity for us to raise funds
for our building project.

But it is not happening. The sales are lagging and I fervently ask each and everyone of you to try to get at least 5
donations. Ask your parents, your godparents, your employer, your brothers and sisters, your friends and of course,
we would love to see our parishioners names and good wishes in the book too.

To date we only have $2,500 in donations and our minimum goal is $10,000, of course we would love to sell
above that as well. Extra forms are available at the church and will be on the info table this Sunday. If you need
help please let me know and I'll do what I can to help you.

In Christ,
Father Anthony



PHAT PHILO PHRIDAY
Philoptochos Membership Party

When: Phriday Phebruary é (no phasting!)

Phrom 7:30 to
Karen & Dean Kimbaris’ Home

Where:

1031 Willow Ridge, Athens

Dress: Mardi Gras Casual

RSVP . By Phebruary 3rd call 310-0022

What to Bring
Membership Form Completed
One Non-Perishable Canned Good
Your Spouse or a Phriend
(If you can bring an appetizer or a beverage let Karen know)

For new & renewing members.
Non-members welcome, just bring a charitable donation

Parish Family News

Get Well Soon
We wish a speedy recovery to Kurt Knisely as he
recovers from knee surgery. We look forward to
seeing you up and around again soon, Kurt!

If you have any parish family news (birth, churching,

graduation, award, engagement, marriage, retirement,
etc.) that you would like included in a monthly bulletin,
please e-mail Jennifer Gess: jklewis@mindspring.com

Parish Happenings
Adult Catechetical School

Adult Catechetical classes meet Sunday mornings
from 9:25 to 10:00. We would love to have more
people come join in the learning and discussions.
It always proves to be a very interesting meeting.
Contact Presbytera Christine for more information.

Souper Bowl Sunday

Souper Bowl Sunday is Sunday, Feb. 1. Please
remember to bring a can of soup and a dollar on
that day. The Sunday school will be taking up the
collection for a local food shelter and IOCC.

Philoptochos News

General Meeting- will be Sunday, Feb. 8, after
church.

Membership Party- will be Friday, Feb. 6; see
flyer for more info.

Pre-Lenten Luncheon- will be Sunday, Feb. 15;
see flyer for more details. Please buy tickets in
advance. We are also looking for donations of new
gift items for our Bid & Buy table. They may be
given to Tara Mahoney.

2004 Membership Dues- please fill out the form
in this bulletin or at the info table at church to
renew or to become a new member. We are doing
great things and having Phun!

Parish Council

Congratulations New Officers:

. Bill Herrington, President
. Peter Gess, VP

. Bill Mahoney, Treasurer
. Stacey Cramer, Secretary

The next regular meeting will be held Sunday, Feb.
11, following the Divine Liturgy.



Covered Dish Luncheon

Again, we will have our monthly covered dish
luncheon Sunday, Feb. 1, following the Divine
Liturgy. Please bring food to share.

Sunday of Orthodoxy
Pan-Orthodox Vespers

Vespers will be celebrated in Marietta’s new
facility on Feb. 29 at 5:00 p.m. followed by dinner.
Our parish will be in charge of making hummus for
300 people for the dinner. See Father Anthony if
you would like to help make it or contribute to the
cause. The OCF are invited to have a table at the
event to help other college students start an OCF at
their parish. We would like to have a caravan of
people go for this wonderful celebration. Please
sign up with Spyridon Johns.

General Assembly

A general assembly is tentatively set for Sunday,
March 7 (in conjunction with the Pot luck). The
purpose is to discuss and approve the 2004
operating budget.

Lent

Holy Lent will begin this month. Please check the
calendar for fasting guidelines and special services.

A Special Thanks to Father Nick!

It was a great blessing for our parish to have Father
Nicholas Triantafilou with us on Saturday, Jan. 24. He
led us through a retreat focusing on the need for
personal prayer in our daily lives, and how Christ
dwells in us and we in Him.

Also, we had a productive afternoon in which we
discussed the ministries of St. Philothea. This retreat
refocused us and energized us in fulfilling our call to
worship and service.

Keep and eye out for upcoming opportunities to
join a ministry and contribute!
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Please buy fickets in advance
or call the church for more info 310-1304

Proceeqs To Benefit Charifable Works
And Our Bequtification Fund



New Bulletin Features

Beginning this month the bulletin will include monthly reports from the Treasurer and Secretary of the Parish Council. We
will also have occasional reports from some of the other Parish Council Ministries in order to keep us all informed about the
wonderful work going on all around us. If you would like to contribute reports of your parish organization, please send them

to Jennifer Gess.
Treasurer’s Report

Treasurer's Report for the period of January 1-
January 20:

* 21 families have made pledges totaling
$48,074

* Amounts received in pledges and
contributions were $4,102.00.

* Expenses were $418.20.

* The Parish Council is developing the
2004 budget for presentation at the General
Assembly in March.

If you choose to mail your pledges or
contributions, address them to:

St. Philothea Greek Orthodox Church
c/o Bill Mahoney

482 E. Central Avenue

Madison, GA 30650

Secretary’s Report

Highlights from the January 11 Parish Council
meeting, submitted by Stacey Cramer:

*The fair-share assessment for our parish from the
Metropolis was raised from $400 to $7,500 this
year. Bill H. and Bill M. are working with the
Metropolis Finance Committee to recalculate this
amount based upon operating expenses (omitting
our building fund).

*Discussion took place concerning our new
church building. Paul C., Dean K. and the
architect are trying to get the builder committed to
a completion schedule. Paul will update us in a
couple of weeks on this issue.

*The idea about having volunteers work at the
new church office was brought up. Several parish
council members expressed some interest.

*Bill Herrington reported that Lee Epting, our
caterer, needs to have a name for the new hall so
he can advertise it in the Bridal Show coming up
this weekend (1/24). For now we will use: The
Mars Hill Center.

*Bill Herrington talked about the need to update
our mission statement and also the need to see
monthly reports from our many different
ministries.

*Father reported that Kurt will be out for a few
weeks due to knee surgery.

*Discussion took place about parishioners taking
on more responsibility on Sundays during the
Liturgy (candles, collection baskets, greet
guests).

*A General Assembly meeting has been
tentatively set for March 7th to present the budget
for this year.

*We need three members (outside parish council)
to do a church audit for last year.

*St. Philothea's name day celebration will take
place on February 18th with a Vesperal Liturgy
and dinner to follow.

*Door opening for our new church is set for June
5th and 6th with dinner to follow on the 5th. The
Ad book deadline is 2/15.

Righteous Philothea of Athens

February 19
Kontakion (Third Tone):

We all honour Philothei with jubilation of spirit, as
this day we rev'rently worship her ven'rable relics. For
she lived her whole life working kindness and mercy;
and the righteous one, receiving a martyr's ending, is
deemed worthy to entreat God that all be granted
eternal life with the Saints.

Reading:

Saint Philothei was born in Athens in 1522 to an
illustrious family. Against her will, she was married to
a man who proved to be most cruel. When he died
three years later, the Saint took up the monastic life
and established a convent, in which she became a true
mother to her disciples. Many women enslaved and
abused by the Moslem Turks also ran to her for
refuge. Because of this, the Turkish rulers became
enraged and came to her convent, dragged her by
force out of the church, and beat her cruelly. After a
few days, she reposed, giving thanks to God for all
things. This came to pass in the year 1589. She was
renowned for her almsgiving, and with Saints
Hierotheus and Dionysius the Areopagite is
considered a patron of the city of Athens.



Philoptochos: (n) fr. Greek “friend of the poor”

Philoptochos is the backbone of Orthodox philanthropy, the channel through which we
can help our fellowman. It is one of the most viable organizations of the Greek Orthodox
Archdiocese and has recently been recognized as the largest women'’s charitable organization
in the United States. Our chapter is one year strong and has already helped in many ways.
Locally, we help the women’s homeless shelter and Project Safe, as well as contribute funds
towards the beautification of our new church. Our National and Metropolis contributions go to
support ministries such as Youth and Youth Education, IOCC, Clergy Education, Children’s
Cardiac Fund, Orthodox Radio, St. Basil's Children’s Academy, and much more.

We are now in our Membership Drive
Renewing members and new members should fill out the 2004 dues card below
and return it to Karen Kimbaris or
bring it to our Membership Party--Phat Philo Phriday-- on Feb. 6"
Please see flyer for more details

. Phitothea SGreck Othodow Church of SHlithens

| would like to offer my love and service by joining the
Philoptochos in its Philanthropic efforts!

Name:

Telephone:

Your 2004 stewardship donation will be allocated as follows:
National per capita dues..........c.ooeiiii i e e $7.00
Diocesan per capita dues............ccceveviiviiiiiiieviienine .. 3 7.00
Donation for My Chapter Fund............cccooovii i iiiiienen, $

MY TOTAL STEWARDSHIP DONATION..............ccooiiii, $




Y0€1-01£/90/ :uoljewJojul aiow Jo4

1/90€ VO 9|JIASUBIEAA UMOJUMO(] ‘S|EOYS Jjouleg pue }8811S pugZ JO Jaulod 8y} Uo yoiny) :je p|ay SaolAlesg

uewz|es Auoyiuy "4 ‘ASY

Jauuig yum ‘epsuep
‘sladsa ‘AXopoyuQ
jo Repung dpo:g

ABINyIT BUIAIQ
puE SOIYLO B00:6
9 g 14 € 4 l 6¢
"wd 00:/
‘S1adsaA 'ssauaAIblo
0 Repung doo:z)
wd ABInyT8uINIg
00°] J8jus) eluoxelq Jo NG [ES\ USUST “ABINIT vd1 edeld puE SOIYLO B00:6
Buyeaig punoi dpo:} oy uoneines s doo:L payouesald doo:9 a=® a4o0 dog9 Repuop ues|g aleq 8se8y)
8¢ lC 9c T4 144 €c ac
Jauuig pue ABIN)I7 BUIAIQ
ABIN)IT BUINIQ "ABINYIT SUIAIQ "SOIUUO PUE SOIULO B00:6
pUB SOIYHQ S[NOS 'eay)oliud 1S "yoInyd YooMm [[e papiwiad
10 Aepinjes e00:6 1no joisead dpo:g Aep ‘a1eq1es\
¥4 0¢ 61l 8l Ll 9l Gl
va1 ooeid NNRENN
a® a4o0 dog9 PUE SOIULO B00:6
143 €l 43 L 0l 6 8
awoy ABInyI] auIAIQ
Suequiry| ey} je ‘Aepuyd pue soJyuO e00:6
ollyd reyd dog:Z Yoom |[e bunsed
sonoyd 1S ON 'suiBag UoIpol |
YA 9 ] 14 € 4 I
jes 14 iyl PaM an| UON ung
¥00Z Areniqaq |

Bjuely Jo sijodoss|\ XOpoyuQO Moslo)
4y2JNYD XOPOYHQ 39919 BaUIOJIUd IS




St. Philothea Greek Orthodox Church
Greek Orthodox Metropolis of Atlanta

Services held at:
Church on the corner of
2" Street and Barnett Shoals
Downtown Watkinsville, Georgia 30677
For more information: 706/310-1304
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